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Inaugural Newsletter 
The Center for Genome Regulation has reached an important milestone: it completed 5 years of 
existence. Recently, the CGR has received approval for a new 5-year term and we are starting this  
second funding period addressing the need for in-house information exchange. This newsletter, 
The Interactome, pretends to become one of the means to achieve this goal. 
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Expression of GFP in sua5 positive cells in the 
Drosophila digestive tract. F-actin is labeled in 
red and nuclei in blue. Photo: Diego Rojas B. 
(Glavic Lab).
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CGR received its five-year 
report from the FONDAP 
review panel. 

After a site visit in the month of August, the panel of three peer 
reviewers concluded that the CGR has performed exceptionally 
well and that it should continue to receive funding for another five 
years. Thus, the funding period will span years 2011 to 2020 
under the current scheme.  

The evaluation panel, accompanied by FONDAP Executive 
Director María Eugenia Camelio and a member of the CONICYT 
Board, interviewed Principal Investigators, Associate 
Investigators, postdocs and students. The foreign experts 
indicated they were impressed with the quality of the science done 
at the CGR and the achievements in terms of articles published 
and, especially, young investigators trained. Nonetheless, in a 
letter to CGR Director Miguel Allende, the report indicated that it 
is now expected that the articles reporting on the Center’s main 
projects should be published in journals with a high impact factor. 
They also suggest that the CGR should strive to involve young 
investigators in the Center’s activities and that a special effort 
should be made to train more bioinformaticians. The 
recommendations also mentioned the need for intramural 
interaction and information dissemination. 

As a result of the evaluation, the CGR Board (the six Principal 
Investigators) have decided to introduce changes into the Center’s 
composition and to place new emphases to properly address the 
issued raised by the panel. One of such consequences is this 
newsletter, The Interactome, which aims to generate a sprit de 
corps within all members of our community. It will report on 
events and activities within the Center and maintain all of our 
scientists up to date with the advances made by our labs. We have 
a team of representatives in each location where the CGR operates 
(see our web site) and coordination of the effort will be led by 
Carolina Oyaneder at the CGR central office. 

The Interactome will appear monthly during the remainder of 
2015 and frequency will be determined for 2016 depending on 
demand and interest. It will be available on our web page, 
downloadable as a PDF, and will also be sent electronically to all 
current members of the Center. 
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This newsletter, 
The Interactome, 

will report on CGR 
activities and 
news items.

To contact us or to provide 
information or material for 
publication, please write 
to Carolina Oyaneder at 
the following E-mail: 

secretariacrguchile@gmail.
com
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CGR scientists obtain FONDECYT 
Postdoctoral and Initiation awards 

In a recent announcement, CONICYT has published the list of awardees for the 2015 Postdoctoral 
Fellowships and Initiation Grants. We are happy to communicate that CGR young scientists have 
been very successful in this year’s competition. This is even more meritorious given the decrease in 
the percentage of funded applications compared to the previous years. The awarded scientists are: 

POSTDOCS. 

Diego Rojas (will join the Allende Lab; was a PhD student in the Glavic lab) 

Myra Chávez (will carry out a joint project between the Allende Lab and Sergio Lavandero’s group at 
the ACCDis FONDAP Center) 

Mario Sánchez (will join the lab of Brigitte Van Zundert at UNAB; was a PhD student at the Allende 
Lab) 

Nicolás Tobar (will join the Cambiazo Lab, LBEG-INTA) 

Alexander Frank (was a PhD and postdoc at the Maass Lab, will move to Dr. D. Coronel’s Lab at 
UNAB) 

INITIATION. 

Igor Pacheco (postdoc at LBEG-INTA). ”Genetic studies for the improvement of stone fruit 
nutraceutical quality”. Grant to be carried out at LBEG, INTA-UChile. 

Mauricio Latorre (postdoc at LBEG-INTA). ”Role of Fur in the systemic response of Enterococcus 
faecalis and its impact on in vivo infectiveness under different nutritional status of iron”. Grant to be 
carried out at LBEG, INTA-UChile. 

Ricardo Nilo (CGR postdoc). "Identification of the molecular mechanisms involved in the response to 
water deficit in Atacama/Andes native plants and their potential use as a source for increasing 
resilience to water deficit in crops”. Grant to be carried out in the Plant Systems Biology Lab, 
Facultad de Ciencias Biológicas, Universidad Católica. 

Javier Canales (postdoc with R Gutiérrez). ”Uncovering gene regulatory networks involved in the 
crosstalk between sulfur and nitrogen nutrition in Arabidopsis thaliana”. Grant to be carried out at 
the Universidad Austral de Chile in Valdivia. 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International Hedgehog course and meeting 
co-sponsored and organized by the CGR ends 
successfully in Puerto Varas. 

Dr. Verónica Palma, CGR Associate Investigator, organized the International Hedgehog meeting in 
Chile which included a week-long course in the CGR’s labs in Santiago and a four day meeting in the 
town of Puerto Varas. Twelve PhD students 
attended the practical course, which involved 
local and international instructors, and about 
70 attendees participated in the meeting, 
which partially overlapped with the Chilean 
Society for Cell Biology meeting (see below). 
Foreign researchers at the meeting included 
Matthew Scott, Phil Ingham, William Matsui, 
among others. The photograph shows some of 
the instructors and students of the course and 
workshop in Santiago. 

Symposium on Immune Cell Migration at the 
Chilean Cell Biology meeting. 
 

Dr. Ana María Lennon of the Institut Curie in 
Paris and Dr. Alvaro Glavic, Associate 
Investigator of the CGR, co-organized a 
symposium during the Chilean Society of Cell 
Biology meeting in Puerto Varas (Oct. 24-28) 
entitled “Cellular mechanisms for Immune 
Response”. Speakers were Monique Bretou 
(Inst i tut Curie) , Eduardo Vi l lablanca 
(Karolinska Institutet), Anna Huttenlocher (U. 
Wisconsin), Carmen Gloria Feijóo (UNAB) and 
Sandra Edwards (CGR). Besides support from 
the CGR, organizers were funded by the 
CONICYT International Collaboration Program. 
About 100 people attended the symposium 
which was held on October 26th (photograph). 
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The CGR is looking for postdocs 

December 1, 2015, is the deadline to apply for one of the three postdoctoral positions opened up for 
2016 at the CGR. These are appointments with that will each involve joint work with two CGR labs 
and will focus on the Center’s main research lines. An advertisement announcing the positions has 
appeared on our web page and was distributed via the mailing lists of the main scientific societies of 
our country (copied below). For more information, visit our web site. 
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The! FONDAP!Center! for!Genome!Regula8on! is! seeking!

three!talented!and!highly!mo8vated!researchers!at!the!

postdoctoral!level!to!lead!research!projects!in!genomics!

of! extremophile! species.! Candidates! should! have!

obtained! their! PhD! less! than! five! years! ago! and! be!

available! to! start! January! 1,! 2016.! The! three! posi8ons!

will! involve! specifically! the! following! topics! and!

interac8on!with!Principal!Inves8gators:!

!
•Genomics!of!plants!inhabi8ng!the!Chilean!Desert.!PIs:!

Rodrigo!Gu8érrez!and!Ariel!Orellana!

•Genomics! of! Cyprinon8form! fish! of! the! Chilean! salt!

pans! and! annnual! fish.! PIs:! MarSn! Montecino! and!

Miguel!Allende.!

•Metagenomics! of! desert! soil! microorganisms.! PIs:!

Mauricio!González!and!Alejandro!Maass.

Submit'a'le+er'of'interest,'a'
CV,'two'le+ers'of'
recommenda7on'to:  
Miguel'L'Allende'
Director'
Center'for'Genome'Regula7on  
EAmail:'allende@uchile.cl'!
Deadline:'Dec.'1,'2015'!
CGR'!
Av.'Blanco'Encalada'2085'
San7ago,'CHILE'
www.genomacrg.cl

3!Postdoctoral!Posi8ons!

Center!for!Genome!Regulation

For more information go to www.genomacrg.cl

http://www.genomacrg.cl/english/latest-news/3-postdoctoral-positions.html
http://www.genomacrg.cl/english/latest-news/3-postdoctoral-positions.html
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Contribute to The Interactome 

We welcome your feedback. Write to us with your suggestions for improvement of this newsletter. It 
is important that it serves the CGR community and this will only happen if you let us know what you 
want to see. There are people in each CGR lab in charge of communications that can receive your 
input as well (see list below). Or you can write directly to us here.
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CGR Communications Officers: 

Susana Cabello and Karem Tamayo: PUC (Gutiérrez and Federici labs) 

Patricia Hanna: LBEG-INTA U de Chile (Cambiazo, Hodar and González labs) 

Alvaro Miquel: UNAB (Orellana and Meneses labs) 

Priscilla Lagos UNAB (Montecino lab) 

Consuelo Anguita: F. Ciencias U de Chile (Glavic and Allende labs) 

Nicolás Loira: FCFM U de Chile (Maass lab)

www.genomacrg.cl

http://www.genomacrg.cl/english
http://www.genomacrg.cl/english
http://www.genomacrg.cl/english/the-interactome/provide-feedback-or-comment.html

